
Editing Video on a Mac (iMovie)

1. Open the iMovie software, symbolized by the “Star” icon at the 
bottom of the screen.

2.  To import video into iMovie, click “File” at the top of the screen, and then “Import from 
Camera” if you have a video camera connected to the computer, or “Import... Movies” 
if the video clips are already on the computer (or if theyʼre on an external drive like a 
Flip camera or mobile phone.) When prompted, choose the video youʼd like to import.

3.   When you import the video you want, choose an “Event” in which to store the 
unedited video - most likely a “New Event.”  Your unedited video will be displayed in 
the Event window at the bottom of the screen.  Then create a “New Project” under the 
“File” tab at the top of the screen, and youʼre ready to start editing!

4. To select a clip to use in your video, use the mouse or mouse pad to click and 
highlight the wanted video in the unedited “Event” window at the bottom of the screen, 
then drag the selected clip into the “Project” window at the top left. See the illustration 
below:



                    Unedited Footage

5. After you drag your selected clip into the Project window, your selected video will 
appear in the Viewer at the top right.  You can continue to import and drag as many 
video clips as desired. Just repeat the steps above.

6. The small buttons on the right side will allow you to add more elements to your video. 
To add music or sound effects, click the musical note. To add still photos, click the 
camera icon. To add text on top of your video clips, click the “T” button.  And to add 
transitions between your video clips (like a “fade to black” or a “cross dissolve”) click 
the transition button just to the right of the “T.”  

Click and drag 
selected clips here



7. To change the speed of the clip, add visual effects (such as make it black and white 
or change the colors) or to change the volume of the clip, double click a clip in the 
Project window.  An “Inspector” window then opens.

Click “Video 
Effect” to 
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8. When you are finished editing all of your clips, youʼre ready to create a final video file. 
Click “Share” at the top of the screen, then “Export Movie” or “Export using 
QuickTime.” When prompted, choose whether you want to create a lower-quality 
(smaller) or higher-quality (larger) file, name your file, and youʼre done.


